University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well

University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well
Campus Assembly

Campus Governance

4-18-1977

Campus Assembly minutes 04/18/1977
Campus Assembly

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/camp_assembly

Recommended Citation
Campus Assembly, "Campus Assembly minutes 04/18/1977" (1977). Campus Assembly. 199.
https://digitalcommons.morris.umn.edu/camp_assembly/199

This Minutes is brought to you for free and open access by the Campus Governance at University of Minnesota
Morris Digital Well. It has been accepted for inclusion in Campus Assembly by an authorized administrator of
University of Minnesota Morris Digital Well. For more information, please contact skulann@morris.umn.edu.

University of Minnesota, Morris
Campus Assembly Meeting Minutes
April 18, 1977
I.
II.

Campus Assembly minutes for January 24 and February 7 were approved.
For Information
Lois Hodgell replaces Ted Uehling on the Curriculum Committee.
Chris Ray replaces Charlotte Eul on the Activities Fee Review Committee.
Add Lynn Schulz to the Campus Environment Committee.

III.

For Action
The Function and Awards Committee recommended that the following students
who completed requirements for graduation at the end of winter quarter,
1977, graduate "With Distinction:"
Adams, Charles Thomas, Bloomington, History
Lorenzen, Donna Marie, Sherman, South Dakota, Sociology, Social
Sciences, Physical Education
Marty, Judith Ann, Melrose, Sociology, Spanish. Since Judith Ann
Marty will not graduate in the winter quarter, her name was
deleted. Motion carried.

IV.

For Action
The Scholastic Committee recommended a change in the transcript policy
for internal University transfer students. Motion: The University of
Minnesota, Morris suspends the "accomplishments only" method of posting
transfer course work on the UMM transcript for students who transfer to
UMM from other colleges within the University of Minnesota system. The
UMM transcript entries from transfer students from within the University
system will be an accurate representation of the official grading and
transcript policies of each of the respective University of Minnesota
programs.
Course work from other programs within the University system which will
appear on the UMM transcript but does not apply to the UMM degree program
will be identified as not being applicable to the UMM degree requirements.
Stephen Granger, Assistant Provost, explained the reasons for the change
and illustrated the problem with a specific (name deleted) transcript.
The motion passed.

V.

For Action
The Curriculum Committee recommended modifications of the UMM General
Education Requirements which would now read as follows:
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OPTION I--STANDARD CURRICULUM
The following graduation requirements apply to all students who enter the
University of Minnesota, Morris as freshmen beginning in the fallquarter
of 1977 and to transfer students with 40 or more credits who enter UMM
beginning in the fall of 1978. i':i':
I.

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS (90 credits in liberal arts disciplines)
Students planning to graduate from UMM with a bachelor of arts
degree must be able to demonstrate that they have fulfilled the
All-University Policy on Liberal Education. To assure compliance
with this policy, students must show a minimum of 90 credits of
course work in the Divisions of Humanities, Science and Mathematics,
and Social Sciences. These 90 credits of general education course
work must be outside of the discipline of the major, and must include
the minimum requirements listed under Categories A through E below.
(However, ten credits from the discipline of the major, if appropriate,
may be applied to Category E, but the obligation to complete a total
of 90 credits of general education course work outside of the discipline
of the major remains.)
A.

Freshman Composition (10 credits)
Ordinarily students will take Engl 1100 and either Engl 1101
or 1102 during their first year at UMM. On the basis of their
performance in Engl 1100, students may be exempted from further
work in Freshman Composition.

B.

Social Sciences (15 credits)
At least 15 credits from among the following disciplines:
Anthropology, business economics (excluding BuEc 1210, 1215,
3210), economics, geography, history, political science,
psychology, or sociology.

C.

Natural Science and Mathematics (15 credits)
At least 15 credits from among the following disciplines:
Biology, chemistry, geology, mathematics, computer science,
physical science, or physics.

**Returning students and those who have interrupted their education for
a period of time are usually permitted to utilize either the graduation
requirements in force at the time of their re-registration or those requirements in effect during their initial enrollment for a period of no more
than 7 years.
Beginning the fall of 1977, all students who wish to complete any major,
area of concentration, or teacher education licensure program listed in
this Bulletin must meet the requirements for the bachelor of arts degree
listed above.
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D.

Humanities (15 credits)
At least 15 credits from among the following disciplines:
Art history, studio art, English, French, German, humanities,
music, philosophy, Spanish, speech, or theatre arts.

E.

Communication, Language, and Symbolic Systems (10 credits)
1.

Mathematics: At least 10 credits or equivalent proficiency
in mathematics (including statistics), computer science, or
econometrics (Econ 3400)

(or)
2.

Foreign Language: At least 10 credits or equivalent
proficiency in one foreign language (excluding courses
in English translation). The communication, language,
and symbolic systems requirement is waived for foreign
students whose native language is not English.

(or)
3.

II.

Symbolic Systems in English: At least two of the following
courses--Engl 3200, Modern Grammar; Engl 3220, Introduction
to English Language; Phil 1210, Introduction to Logic; Phil
3130, Philosophy of Logic; Phil 3140, Symbolic Logic; Phil
3320, Philosophy of Language; Speh 3131, Contemporary Theory;
Language and Speech Communication.

DISCIPLINE CREDIT LIMITATION
No more than 60 of the 180 credits required for graduation may be
taken in any one discipline.** For the purposes of this policy,
all secondary education methods courses (ArtE 3940, BioE 3940, EngE
3940, EScE 3940, HthE 3940, LanE 3940, MthE 3940, MusE 3940, PEMe
3940, PScE 3940, SScE 3940, SThE 3940) shall be considered to belong
to the education discipline (Ed). Freshman Composition does not
count toward the 60-credit maximum in English, nor do math CLEP
credits count toward the 60-credit maximum in mathematics.

III.

MAJOR OR AREA OF CONCENTRATION
Students may qualify for a major in an academic discipline by fulfilling the requirements specified in Section III under each
of the disciplines. Students not choosing to major in an existing
academic discipline must show some command of a field of knowledge
or an area of scholarly concentration as an alternative.

**At UMM courses of instruction are organized into groups concerned with
a specific subject matter. Such groupings of courses carry a single
designation such as chemistry, mathematics, history, philosophy, etc.
These organized groups of courses are formally referred to as "disciplines"
and must not be confused with "majors." To obtain a major, a student is
often required to complete courses in several disciplines.
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IV.

MINOR
A minor is not required for graduation. If the student elects to
pursue a minor, courses from the general education requirements
may be used for this purpose. Requirements for minors are listed
in Section III under each of the academic disciplines.

V.

MINIMUM REQUIRED CREDITS--180
A student can fulfill the course requirements for graduation within
the 180-credit minimum. No more than 12 credits in Mus 1400 through
1440 and no more than 6 credits in PE 1500 through 1512 may be used
to fulfill the 180-credit minimum for graduation. A student's decision
to pursue a particular educational program, such ctS a double major,
certain majors combined with certain minors, and/or licensure as a
secondary school teacher, may necessitate taking credits beyond the
180-credit minimum.
--

VI.

QUALITY OF WORK
A student must earn a C average (2.00) in all work completed at the
University, in all college work, and in the major or area of concentration.

VII.

RESIDENCE
A student must earn 45 credits in the college and must spend at least
2 quarters (30 credits) of the senior year in residence.

OPTION II--INDIVIDUALIZED CURRICULUM
I.

APPROVED PROGRAM
Students planning to pursue an individualized curriculum must file
an approved program with the Records Office. The program must satisfy
the liberal education criteria in terms of both breadth of knowledge
and area of concentration of study (see Degree Requirements above).
Details of procedures for program planning and approval are presented
below under the heading Option II Curriculum Development and Planning.

II-VII.

(Same as II-VII under Option I)

OPTION II CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING
Individualized Curriculum Development--Students planning to pursue the
individualized curriculum option should report to the Student Counseling
Service for assistance in selecting a curriculum adviser. The curriculum
adviser may be the student's freshman adviser but is normally a faculty
member in the student's major field or area of concentration.
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If the student plans a program involving study in two or more disciplines,
one faculty member from each of the disciplines joins to form a Program
Advisory Committee, which is chaired by the curriculum adviser. The student
constructs a curriculum with the advice and help of this committee.
The student prepares a summary of his or her proposed program, and this
summary is circulated to other faculty members in the discipline or disciplines
involved for comment and suggestions.
The curriculum adviser or Prog~am Advisory Committee is responsible for
final approval of the student's curriculum. Upon approval, the curriculum
is sent to the Option II Programs Committee.
Individualized Curriculum Plan--All students pursuing an individualized
curriculum must file an approved curriculum plan with the Records Office .
This is accomplished through the following procedures.
1.
2.
3.

Students should first consult with their adviser about their
curriculum objectives.
In consultation with their adviser and perhaps others, students
develop a comprehensive plan designed to fulfill their curriculum
objectives.
Students prepare a written summary of their proposed curriculum
plan. This summary should include the following:
a.

A statement of purposes and objectives pursuant to the allUniversity liberal arts criteria.
b. The title of the major or area of concentration.
c. A list of proposed courses or other experiences in the major
or area of concentration.
d. A list of other proposed courses or experiences to comprise the
balance of the degree program. The courses listed in items c
and .3. should satisfy the purposes and objectives developed by
the student. Learning activities other than classroom experiences
should be clearly stated.
Note--Any courses to be taken through correspondence, extension,
evening school, or at another institution should be indicated in the
summary. UMM course listings should include the correct course number,
title, and credits.
4.

5.

Students should submit their curriculum plan to their adviser for
approval. The adviser will sign the curriculum plan and forward it
to the Option II Programs Committee via the Office of the Academic
Dean. A signed copy should be retained by the student; a second copy
should be retained by the adviser; and a third copy should be forwarded
to the Option II Programs Committee.
Any changes in the curriculum plan should be specified in writing, signed
by the adviser, and forwarded to the Option II Programs Committee by the
Office of the Academic Dean.
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Abstract of the Discussion
Gordon Bopp, Academic Dean, explained some of the reasons for the change.
The members of the Curriculum Committee were generally agreed that the
breadth principle of the liberal arts degree was not being carried out.
He referred to the four tables, included with the motion, which help to
substantiate the reasons for the change. In order to protect this breadth
principle, the distribution requirement was increased in Social Science,
Natural Science and Mathematics, and Humanities to 15 credits. Freshman
Composition, and Commication, Language, and Symbolic Systems remain the same.
Joe Jesseph, counselor, appreciated the work done by the committe, but
objected to the thinking that by simply increasing requirements a liberal
education would be guaranteed. There are many other factors other than the
GER which help to provide a climate fluid enough to insure a liberal arts
education.
Other faculty responded that the proposal is not meant to cure all the ills.
Bert Ahern, Associate Professor in history, defended the proposal for he
believed the Council of Liberal Education has set responsible boundaries,
and we are simply trying to define them more clearly.
Eric Klinger, Professor in psychology, believed the proposal does not go
far enough in distinguishing traditional liberal arts offerings from others.
If students take less than half their courses in the liberal arts, then
perhaps they should be given a different degree.
Tom Straw, Associate Professor in biology, called attention to the problem
of overloading mentioned in the Curriculum Committee's rationale. He
suggested there is a problem of underloading. The natural science students
do not overload as much as students in other Divisions. Considerably more
students take less courses in science than do science students who have a
good record of taking courses outside the natural science and mathematics
division.
W.D. Spring, Chairman of the Humanities Division, agreed that Straw's
comments were accurate, but he wished the Science Division would have
courses available to non-science majors.
Nathaniel Hart, Professor in English, was distressed that the committee
had not taken into account the liberal arts content of courses which are
acceptable. He observed that two classes will have graduated before such
a review, promised in the rationale, will be done.
Gordon Bopp replied to Hart's remarks that the committee intends to
deal with this problem as quickly as they can determine a reasonable way
to proceed.
Others urged that the committee undertake the study as quickly as possible.
Tom Straw thought that a twenty-credit requirement would make more sense.
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Gordon Bopp responded that faculty resources would then become a serious
problem. If the requirement was twenty, he estimated 331 additional
classroom seats would be needed in Science. However, if the requirement
was fifteen, as proposed, only 130 additional seats would be needed.
Straw thought even 130 more students would present difficult problems
in Science.
Bopp countered that for this number, resources can be obtained.
W.D. Spring thought the requirement might put leverage upon the Science
Division to provide large class experiences. Also, he remarked that it
would be four years before the full force of the proposal will take effect.
Bob Vikander, Admissions Director, worried that students will again complain about not being able to get the courses they need. There are two
many courses with enrollment limits. He expressed another fear that
incoming freshmen who have made their decision to come on the basis of
the present GER might complain they were misinformed. To remedy this
situation, he suggested the new GER not be put into effect until October 15.
Gordon Bopp did not believe that freshmen would see this as a disadvantage.
The Bulletin clearly states that changes might occur.
Mavis Drange, Record's Office, pointed out there are many more courses
offered today. For example, when there was a twenty-credit requirement
some years ago, only four mathematics courses were offered; today there
are ten.
Rick Jauert, a senior, expressed concern that some introductory courses
were not truly introductory.
Ruth Retzlaff, Record's Office and member of the Curriculum Committee,
thought disciplines will have time to develop courses better suited to
meet the GER.
Nat Hart thought the liberal arts courses do not necessarily have to be
introductory. It would be an absurdity to take five introductory courses
simply to fulfill a requirement in the GER.
Arnold Henjum, Associate Professor in Education, hopes that provision will
be made for the exceptional student who can test out of the requirements.
John Imholte thought the Curriculum Committee will look at other complementary aspects; such as counseling and advising.
Eric Klinger urged the discussion to return to the issue at hand- the vote
on the new GER. This was not the appropriate time or place to discuss
course content and pedagogy.
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Joe Jesseph urged the Curriculum Committee to take up the operating definition
of what a liberal arts student is and can do.
Bob Vikander wondered how many students would need more than 180 credits to
graduate.
Gordon Bopp responded that there would be some.

W.D. Spring stated that the State of Minnesota has certain requirements
for certification which carry the student over the 180 credit mark.
Eric Klinger suggested that the wording be changed in section III:
"Students not choosing to major ... " ought to read, "Students choosing not
to major ...• " Also, the definite manner in which students "show some
command of a field of knowledge or an area of scholarly concentration as
an alternative" needs to be more clearly spelled out. Perhaps a note
which refers to the pertinent section in Option II will do.
Jim Olson, Associate Professor in chemistry,
which students getting degrees in the Option
concentration were handled. He thought this
to many faculty members who do not know what

wondered about the manner in
II program and area of special
was a matter of grave concern
is happening.

Gordon Bopp reassured Olson that the Curriculum Committee intends to look
at this matter.
John Imholte believed the discussion at this point was not to the question.
The question was called and the motion carried.
Meeting adjourned.
pt

